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“April showers bring forth 
May fl owers”

In 2009 the International Study 
Mission program will visit a Middle 
Eastern and Arab region for the fi rst 
time in its 16 year history. The region 
in question is the United Arab Emir-
ates, specifi cally Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai. Both cities are spending a lot 
of time and money to compete in the 
global economy and develop sustain-
able economic strategies for the 
future. And while Greater Seattle 
may not be able to follow the mod-
els of these two cities, there is still 
much we can learn.

Mission to the 
Middle East: 

Abu Dhabi & Dubai

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 2

As far back as the 16th century April was 
considered the bridge between winter and 

spring. This April proved no different in 
Greater Seattle, showering us with not 

only rain but sleet and snow as well, result-
ing in some of the most beautiful fl owers 
of the season. Thanks to the Puget 
Sound’s mild climate and abundant rain, 
fl owers are abundant not only in May but 
throughout the year, many with an inter-

national fl avor.

In February, the annual Northwest Flower and 

Photo (above): Wisteria drapes an arbor in one of 
the region's Japanese Gardens. 
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Gardens, cont. from page 1

Garden Show offers six acres of gardens to 
peruse, even in the depths of winter. A winter 
garden at Washington Arboretum Park (WPA) 
allows you to wander a garden in December or 
January. For total magic, the Bellevue Botanical 
Gardens holiday display in December, “Garden 
d’Lights,” features 500,000 twinkling lights that 
will never be forgotten. This June the Point 
Defi ance Flower and Garden show will grace 12 
acres of the Point Defi ance Park garden and bowl 
area with world-class exhibits.

Greater Seattle’s long ties with Japan helped 
establish Japanese gardens throughout the area. 
To the north you will fi nd Everett’s Evergreen 
Arboretum and Garden with its Japanese maple 
grove, and Everett Community College’s Nishi-
yama Japanese Garden. Seattle is home to the 
Kubota Garden and the Japanese Garden at the 
WPA. Bellevue’s Japanese garden is housed at the 

Plans (and plants) for the new "Pacifi c Connections" garden at the Washington Park Arboreteum.

NEW ZEALAND

AUSTRALIA

CHILE

CHINA

CASCADIA

Iconic Plants of the Five Pacifi c Regions
Cascadia, the mountain region of 
the Pacifi c Northwest.
Western Red Cedar, 
Thuja plicata

China, featuring fl ora of Sichuan, 
Washington's sister state.
Ginko,
Ginko biloba

Australia, site of the 2006 
International Study Mission.
Eucalyptus,
Eucaplyptus paucifl ora

Chile, Washington's partner under 
the Partnership of the Americas.
Monkey Puzzle Tree,
Araucaria araucana

New Zealand
Christchurch is Seattle's sister city 
in New Zealand.
New Zealand Flax,
Phormium tenax

Botanical Gardens, and the Bloedel Reserve on 
Bainbridge Island has in its 150 acres a Japanese 
garden with a meditative Zen garden. 

A classic Chinese garden in the Sichuan style 
is under construction at South Seattle Community 
College. Upon completion, this garden will be one 
of the only classic Chinese gardens in the United 
States. To experience the exotic forests of Asia, 
visit the Thai Asian Forest at the Woodland Park 
Zoo or the Asian Forest at the Point Defi ance Zoo. 

Our international gardens span Europe as well 
as Asia. The W.W. Seymour Botanical Conserva-
tory in Tacoma is a Victorian style facility with 
only two others like it on the West Coast. The 
Volunteer Park Conservatory in Seattle, built in 
1912, is modeled after the London Crystal Palace. 
A rose garden at Woodland Park adds even more 
European character, and the Bloedel Reserve 
features a mansion of French design. 
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Middle East, cont. from page 1
The region is also home to extraordinary 

garden estates. To begin with, Lakewold Gardens 
in Tacoma is a European style garden of Middle 
English origin and Norse roots. It is said the 
Olmsted brothers, who worked on 40 public 
projects in the area, worked on this garden as well 
as the Dunn Gardens, which are listed on the 
National register of Historic Places. The Chase 
Gardens in Orting, Washington blend Japanese 
style with Northwest sensibility. The Faire Gar-
dens in Tumwater features a Celtic rock garden, 
and PowellsWood in Federal Way boasts 35 areas 
of native forests. 

One of the great new additions to our interna-
tional garden experience will be “Pacifi c Connec-
tions” at the Washington Park Arboretum. This 
garden will display the fi ve regions of the Pacifi c 
Rim, including Cascadia (the Pacifi c Northwest), 
Chile, New Zealand, Australia and China. The 
Chinese region featured will be Sichuan, Wash-
ington State’s sister state. Chile is also Washing-
ton State’s partner under the Partnership of the 
Americas. Southeast Australia (Melbourne) was 
the site of the 2006 International Study Mission, 
and Christchurch is Seattle’s sister city in New 
Zealand. The Pacifi c Connections Display Garden 
will be a great addition to the region's interna-
tional gardens.

A tour of our region’s gardens would not be 
complete without seeing the botanical gardens of 
Highline SeaTac and Federal Way’s Rhododen-
dron Garden for additional wandering. The new 
Olympic Sculpture Park in Seattle combines an 
elegant mix of art and fl ora, and the Kruckeberg 
Botanical Garden in Shoreline is also a memo-
rable Northwest visit.

Our region is a land of gardens, fl owers and a 
deep appreciation of nature. Today, Greater 
Seattle not only refl ects the myriad landscapes 
from the Cascades and rainforests to deserts, but 
also a harmonious mix of the gardens of the 
world.

q

Building a Relationship
The UAE is known, among other things, for 

building amazing architecture that rises out of the 
desert. In recent years, the Greater Seattle region 
has been building a relationship with this impor-
tant and emerging region of the world. Two years 
ago, the Trade Alliance initiated a Middle East 
Roundtable program with Associates in Cultural 
Exchange to increase interest in this region. An 
offi cial from the Abu Dhabi Chamber, Magdi 
Hafez, presented the region three years ago to our 
business community. Since then we have seen 
increased activity, including delegations from 
Dubai Knowledge Village and Academic City and 
trainees from the UAE Academy in Abu Dhabi. 
Two more important delegations will be coming 
this June.
Abu Dhabi

The 2009 mission will begin in the island city 
of Abu Dhabi. Not only is Abu Dhabi the capital 
of the United Arab Emirates, it also holds most of 
the oil wealth and reserves. But Abu Dhabi is 

Dr. Magdi Hafez, President & CEO of UAE  Academy; 
Bill Stafford, President of the Trade Alliance; H.E. 
Mohammed Omar Abdullah, Undersecretary, Abu 
Dhabi Department of Planning & Economy
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The 2009 International Study Mission will 
look at how Dubai has transitioned itself from an 
oil economy to a key player in the logistics, high 
technology and tourism sectors, among others. 
Delegates on the mission will explore Dubai’s 
Logistics City and Technology and Media Free 
Zones, two of the Emirates' location-based sector 
strategies. Delegates will also look at Dubai Mari-
time City, which is a redevelopment and expan-
sion of the old port complex into a mixed-use 
maritime center with retail, commercial, living 
and education facilities. In this respect, it is 
similar to the South Lake Union vision here in the 
Greater Seattle area, which is being transformed 
into a commercial, high tech, residential area. 

We like to call our International Study Mis-
sion program a “traveling university.” While the 
models of Dubai and Abu Dhabi are vastly differ-
ent from Greater Seattle, there are many things 
we can learn from the UAE experience and the 
Gulf region in general, not the least of which is 
the value of stronger relationships and under-
standing. Local companies are already doing a 
large amount of business in the UAE, and this 
mission will help solidify existing ties and, 
hopefully, increase our understanding of the UAE 
and Gulf region. It is high time our traveling 
university opened up a Middle East/Gulf depart-
ment.

For more information on the 2009 Interna-
tional Study Mission program to Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, please contact Michelle Grey at 206-389-
7227 or michelleg@seattlechamber.com.

already looking towards a day when their econo-
my must diversify. Delegates will study two 
major sectors on which Abu Dhabi has chosen to 
focus: culture and alternative energy.

Delegates will learn about the Cultural District 
on Saadiyat Island, which will house two of the 
world’s most respected museums, the Louvre and 
the Guggenheim, as well as a Performing Arts 
Centre, Maritime Museum and Sheikh Zayed 
National Museum. Abu Dhabi’s goal is to become 
the cultural center of the Gulf region.

Also on the agenda is the MASDAR Initia-
tive, which recently won the Cleantech Leader of 
the Year Award at the 2008 Cleantech Forum in 
San Francisco. MASDAR is a $15 billion invest-
ment in clean technology by the Government of 
Abu Dhabi. 

Dubai
Dubai is the most well known city within the 

UAE, and arguably in the Gulf region. It is often 
described as a mixture of Disneyland, Las Vegas, 
Los Angeles and Singapore with its brand new 
high-rises, unique architecture and grandiose vision.

But while Dubai makes a global name for 
itself through lavish architectural projects, it is 
also working hard to diversify its economy with 
industries of the future. It has become a major 
international business hub in the Middle East, 
boasting an impressive array of regional head-
quarters for companies such as Microsoft, Boe-
ing, Siemens and AT&T. 

Model of projected Abu Dhabi Cultural District

Guggenheim

Louvre Performing 
Arts Centre

Cargo ships at Dubai Maritime City
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patron profile: microsoft 
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Our Patron
Attachmate Corporation
Baldwin M&A Partners LLC
Bank of America
Banner Bank
Callison
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Denny Miller Associates
Edward C. Chung, Attorney at Law, PLLC
Fairmont Olympic Hotel
Four Seasons Hotel Seattle
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
K&L Gates
Kobe Trade Information Offi ce
Korean Air
Lane Powell PC
Microsoft Corporation
Miller Nash LLP
PACCAR Inc 

Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell, Malanca, 
Peterson and Daheim LLP. For more than 100 
years we have represented individuals, companies 
and governmental agencies throughout the Pacifi c 
Northwest. We have become one of the region's 
largest law fi rms by making sure that every 
client has strong, trustworthy legal counsel who 
anticipate problems and resolve them effi ciently. 
We use a practical understanding of both law 
and business to provide value to and advance our 
clients' interests, and we are proud of our long 
tradition of providing the highest quality legal 
services in a timely, dependable and cost-effective 
manner. www.gth-law.com

New Members of the Trade Alliance

Callison, the number one retail design fi rm in the 
world (World Architecture, 2003-2008), plans and 
designs retail, hospitality, mixed-use, residential, 
corporate and healthcare projects worldwide. 
The fi rm has offi ces in Seattle, New York, Los 
Angeles, Dallas, Shanghai, London and Mexico 
City and clients include Nordstrom, Microsoft, 
AT&T, Harrods, FedEx, Starwood Hotels & 
Resorts Worldwide, Boeing, HP, Intrawest, 
Nike, Guess, Franciscan Health System, Seibu 
Department Stores of Japan, and General Growth 
Properties. www.callison.com

CityClub informs, connects and engages 
citizens to evaluate complex issues, make sound 
judgments and contribute to solutions that address 
issues vital to our region. All CityClub events and 
programs are open to the public. 
http://seattlecityclub.org/

FIUTS (Foundation for International 
Understanding Through Students) is a nonprofi t 
organization founded at the University of 
Washington in 1948 that creates a community of 
people who believe in the power to enrich lives 
and inspire peace through friendship, discourse, 
and intercultural exchange. Programs include new 
international student orientation, welcome week 
homestays, social and cultural activities, and 
volunteer and outreach opportunities. 
www.fi uts.washington.edu

Four Seasons Hotel Seattle
Seattle’s premier luxury hotel offers 147 guest 
rooms and 10,570 square feet of meeting space. 
The hotel also featuring a signature restaurant/
lounge with spectacular views of Puget Sound. 
Additional amenities include a full-service spa, 
fi tness center and rooftop infi nity pool.
www.fourseasons.com.com/seattle/preview

French-American Chamber of Commerce 
(FACC) is a private, non-profi t service dedicated 
to the development and improvement of 
economic, commercial and fi nancial relations 
between France and the United States.  The 
Pacifi c Northwest Chapter was formed in 1988 
to provide Northwest business leaders with trade 
support services between France and Washington 
state. www.faccpnw.org
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n Members
Pacifi c Northwest Advisors (PNWA)
Pacifi c Prestige, Inc.
Perkins Coie LLP
Philips Medical Systems Ultrasound
Regal Financial Bank
Rowley Properties, Inc.
Simburg, Ketter, Sheppard & Purdy
Starbucks Coffee Company
Stoel Rives LLP
Swedish Medical Center, Int'l Patient Services
The Boeing Company
The Commerce Bank
US Bank
Washington State Department of Community, 

Trade and Economic Development (CTED)
Washington First International Bank
Wells Fargo HSBC Trade Bank
Westin Hotel, Starwood Hotels & World Resorts

Trade Alliance Thanks 
Our Renewing Members

5+ Years with the Trade Alliance
Amalgamated Transit Union Local 587
Consulate General of Canada
Denny Miller Associates
ELS Language Centers
Kobe Trade Information Offi ce
Perkins Coie LLP
Seattle University
Swedish Medical Center, International Patient 
Services
Washington State University (West)

1-4 years with the Trade Alliance
Australian Trade Commission (Seattle)
Bryant Christie Inc.
City of Bothell
DSV Air & Sea Inc.
PATH (Program for Appropriate Technology in 
Health)
UW Michael G. Foster School of Business
Vantage International, Inc.
Washburn Communication, Inc.

The Trade Alliance publishes industry 
brochures in print and online. Here are the TDA 
members featured in the latest revision of our 
Architecture, Design, and Engineering sector:

BCRA Architecture, Land Use Planning, 
Civil and Structural Engineering, Interior and 
Graphic Design, Sustainable Design, Strategic 
Marketing and Building Science.

Berger/Abam Engineers, Inc. Civil 
engineering, structural engineering, construction 
support, environmental services, planning, 
program management, public involvement and 
underwater inspection. 

Callison, the number one retail design fi rm in 
the world (World Architecture, 2003-2008), 
plans and designs retail, hospitality, mixed-use, 
residential, corporate and healthcare projects 
worldwide. 

Jones & Jones Architects and Landscape 
Architects, Ltd For nearly 40 years, Jones & 
Jones has built a diverse practice that includes 
nature and interpretive centers, cultural visitor 
centers, museums, zoological and botanical 
gardens, parks and trails, recreational facilities, 
campus planning, river corridor planning, and 
waterfront development. 

NBBJ is a global architecture and design 
fi rm that helps companies and organizations 
create innovative places and brands. Focus 
includes commercial, corporate design, health 
care, higher education, planning, research 
and advanced technology, retail, sports, 
entertainment and hospitality.

Optimum Energy, LLC OEC develops and 
markets system integration solutions which 
employ our technologies and products to 
improve the energy, comfort and operation 
effi ciency of building cooling systems.

Urban Green  serves the information and 
resource needs of people who are interested in 
green buildings and those professionals who 
support them in order to promote sustainable 
communities and help stabilize climate change.

GREATER SEATTLE INDUSTRIES:
Architecture, Planning & Engineering



8

When the Trade Alliance re-launched its web 
site with a new design and features in late Febru-
ary, the fi rst response we heard was not from 
Seattle, Bellevue, Tacoma or Everett. It was from 
Germany. It is the world wide web, after all. 

Looking at the top 
sources for interna-
tional visitors to the 
Trade Alliance web 
site (see box), coun-
tries from fi ve conti-
nents are represented. 
Our web site has 
always been rich in 
content which explains 
its diverse audience. 
With the redesign, it is 
easier to fi nd all the 
information and links 
that the Trade Alliance 
site provides.

The Trade Alliance was early on the Internet, 
fi rst launching its web site—www.seattletradeal-
liance.com—in early 1995. With nearly each 
successive day since, new content and features 
have been added. Now, with the latest re-launch, 
the new site is cleaner with improved navigation 

and the database driven parts of the site have 
been cleaned up and are more robust and fl exible. 
The site has all the same content of the old web 
site plus new features such as RSS feeds and 
podcasts. And, as always, we will add content on 

a nearly daily basis.

Layout

On the home page, 
you’ll fi nd photos of the 
region that change each 
time you come to the 
site, as well as a greeting 
in 18 different languag-
es. Click on the photos 
and language bar and 
you are taken to the 
foreign language section 
of our the Trade Alliance 
web site. Here we have 

general information on the Greater Seattle region 
in 19 languages, including Chinese, Japanese, 
Russian, French and Arabic. 

In the top right corner the photo of the week 
still reigns supreme and right below it is the 
“member of the week.” Just below that are two 
new features: podcasts and RSS feeds. The Trade 

New Look for Trade Alliance Web Site 

The Trade Alliance links to web sites locally and all over the world, including to many of 
your web sites. We encourage you to link to our site as a valuable tool for your customers 
and members. You can link to the home page or to individual parts of the web site. Possible 
examples include:

If you want to provide information for media, you could link to the International Press 
Center section of our site. 

Link to the Business Trip Guide which assists business travelers coming to the Greater 
Seattle area. 

Link to information on Greater Seattle in 18 different languages. 

The Gift Guide will provide your customers and members with local gift ideas and informa-
tion on other countries’ gift giving customs. 

•

•

•

•

Link to our Site as a Resource
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Alliance has begun to record some of our public 
programs and put them on the web. The fi rst 
podcast was an update on the Seattle-Tacoma 
Airport. The RSS feed allows you to sign up and 
automatically be alerted when we make updates 
to certain parts of the web site, including interna-
tional news and stat of the week. 

Our Web Site Team
As you can imagine, redesigning and re-

launching our web site was a large project and all 
of the Trade Alliance staff worked to make it 
happen. We have a great partnership with Metric 
Media and Mind Opera, two companies who 
coded and designed the new site. If you have web 
site needs, we highly recommend them. And, 
thank you to the City of Seattle which continues 
to host parts of the content and provided invalu-
able technical help.

Finally, we want to thank our Board, Advisory 
Council and the many others who provided ideas, 
suggestions and support to make the new site 
possible. Enjoy your new site. 

The Trade Alliance web site has a huge 
amount of content and features. Over recent 
weeks we’ve tried to test everything on the site 
but if you see any mistakes or have ideas for 
improvement, please let us know.

q

The top international sources for visitors 
to the Trade Alliance web site are:

Brazil 
India 
Canada 
Japan 
Australia 
China 
Germany 
Netherlands 
UK 
Malaysia 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Come Fly With Me
Want to fl y to Greater Seattle? Want to go 

overseas from Greater Seattle? Good news. It has 
become much easier to do so in the last year. 
Greater Seattle has long benefi tted from its 
central location, being equidistant from Europe 
and Asia by air.  But now there are many more 
fl ights connecting us to those two continents and 
beyond. 

Next week direct service begins between 
Beijing and Sea-Tac Airport on Hainan Airlines, 
the fourth-largest airline in China and largest 
private airline. In addition, Northwest Airlines 
recently announced  that it will begin daily 
nonstop service between Seattle and Beijing in 
March 2009. 

This makes fi ve direct international fl ights 
added in the last twelve months. In addition to the 
two China fl ights, Lufthansa Airlines began direct 
fl ights to Frankfurt earlier this year. Later this 
month Northwest will offer fl ights to London, 
joining British Air’s existing route to Heathrow 
Airport. In 2007, Air France began direct service 
to Paris and Aero Mexico began direct fl ights to 
Mexico City.

As the most internationally-trade dependent 
region in the United States, these additional air 
services are crucial to our future competitiveness. 
After all, it’s hard to be international if you can’t 
get to your customers and they can’t get here. 

Direct international routes are an important 
economic development tool. Some have estimated 
that each direct international fl ight adds $250 
million into the local economy. International 
passengers are a growing asset for our region.  
Last year, the number of international passengers 
through Sea-Tac increased by nearly 10 percent, 
more than double the increase in domestic pas-
sengers.

The addition of Lufthansa brings the total 
number of European service routes at Sea-Tac to 
six: British Airways to London, Northwest 

Continued on page 10



10

Airlines to Amsterdam and London, SAS to 
Copenhagen, Air France to Paris, and Lufthansa to 
Frankfurt. Other international service from Sea-Tac 

City Airline

Amsterdam, Netherlands Northwest Airlines

Beijing, China (fl ights 
begin on June 9)

Hainan Airlines

Calgary, Alberta Canada Horizon

Cancun, Mexico Alaska Airlines

Copenhagen, Denmark Scandinavian Airlines

Edmonton, Alberta Canada Horizon

Frankfurt, Germany Lufthansa

Kelowna, Canada Canada Horizon

London, England British Airways

Los Cabos, Mexico Alaska Airlines

Mazatlan, Mexico Alaska Airlines

Mexico City, Mexico Aeromexico

Paris, France  Air France  

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico Alaska Airlines

Seoul, Korea Asiana Airlines, Korean Air

Taipei, Taiwan China Airlines, EVA Airways

Tokyo, Japan Northwest Airlines, United

Toronto, Ontario Air Canada

Vancouver, 
British Columbia

Canada Air BC /Air 
Canada, Horizon, 
Alaska Airlines, United

Victoria, British Columbia Canada Horizon

Sea-Tac Airport's Non-stop 
International Flights

Flights, cont. from page 9

includes six airlines serving Asia, including to 
Japan, China and Taiwan;  two serving Mexico; 
and four airlines providing service to Canada. 

These additional routes didn’t happen by 
accident. The Port of Seattle has actively courted 
these new routes, often over a period of many 
years. Like most businesses, and especially those 
with Asia, this is partly a relationship building 
process.  It requires port offi cials traveling to and 
getting to know decision makers for these air-
lines. And, of course, a good business case must 
be made for why these routes will be profi table 
for the airlines. Fortunately, Greater Seattle’s case 
is strong. 

The Port of Seattle, which operates Sea-Tac, 
estimates that currently 75,000 passengers travel 
to and from China through the airport. But, of 
course, these passengers are traveling a circuitous 
route to get here, stopping in other cities on their 
way.  The non-stop services offered by Hainan 
Airlines and Northwest Airlines will not only 
make life easier for those already traveling to 
China, the Port believes it will stimulate even 
more travel.   Hainan Airlines has an extensive 
network within China that will connect Puget 
Sound area travelers to more than 40 cities and 
these Chinese cities to our region. Northwest 
Airlines, one of the largest airlines in the world, 
similarly stretches the long arm of the Puget 
Sound region throughout the world. 

In the last 15 years, China has grown to 
become the Puget Sound area’s largest trading 
partner across a large swathe of categories (Wash-
ington State is the only state in the country to 
have a trade surplus with China). Air travel is no 
exception with traffi c to and from China growing 
at 12 percent a year, making it the fastest growing 
international travel connection. 

Whether it is Frankfurt or Beijing, London or 
Tokyo or somewhere beyond, the Greater Seattle 
area is ever more connected to the world. 

q 
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NW African-American Museum opens in 
Seattle

A new museum will open its doors in Seattle next 
Saturday in Seattle’s former Colman School. The 
Northwest African American Museum will create 
a vision of the world that the earliest African 
Americans encountered as they moved into the 
territories that include Washington, Oregon, Idaho 
and parts of Canada. Exhibits and programs will 
feature historic and contemporary narratives that 
include the visual arts, crafts, music, literary 
and culinary culture of African Americans in the 
Pacifi c Northwest from the 1840s to the present. 
Many elements of this history are not well 
known, and the museum hopes to draw on local 
resources and national collections to present the 
story. The opening exhibition will feature works 
from two African American artists whose careers 
fl ourished in Seattle:  painter Jacob Lawrence 
and painter and sculptor James W. Washington, 
Jr. In addition to the art, the display will focus on 
their careers as artists, their friendship, and the 
hardships they faced.

Gates Grant to Washington State University 
for Global Animal Health

Washington State University (WSU) has received 
a $25 million grant from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the largest single private 
fi nancial commitment in WSU history. The funds 
will be used to help construct a new building, the 
centerpiece of the University’s new School for 
Global Animal Health. The school will focus on 
the interrelationships of global animal and public 
health, developing vaccines, identifying emerging 
pathogens, and controlling the transmission of 
disease from animals to humans.

“The School for Global Animal Health will 
complement infectious disease programs in 
the Puget Sound region and will enhance the 
leadership of the State of Washington in global 
health by providing innovative strategies for 
treatment or eradication of diseases at the animal 
and environmental level,” said Dr. Guy Palmer, 
professor and director of the new school at WSU.

Seattle Turning Heads of Foreign Investors

Mohamed Ali Alabbar, Chairman of Emaar 
Properties of Dubai and graduate of Seattle 
University, has been shaking up the Northwest 
real estate scene with a recent bid for the Clise 
family’s prime downtown holdings. Although 
this particular project fell through due to the 
sub-prime crisis, it highlights the growing 
international awareness of the Greater Seattle 
region. Says Alabbar, “The Seattle area continues 
to be at the forefront of some of the world’s 
fastest-growing industries, including aviation, 
dot-coms, fi nancial services and biotechnology, 
and international companies have started to pay 
attention.” Emaar Properties is among several 
other Gulf-based companies gaining infl uence in 
the Puget Sound area. 

Chambers Bay Golf Course Selected for 2010 
Amateur & 2015 U.S. Open

The United States Golf Association has selected 
Chambers Bay Golf Course as the site of 
the 2010 Amateur and the 2015 U.S. Open. 
“Chambers Bay was designed and built with 
a major championship in mind,” said Pierce 
County Executive John Ladenburg, “but we never 
dreamed we’d be chosen by the USGA to host 
both the Amateur and the Open.” The golf course, 
which opened last June, was designed by Robert 
Trent Jones as the centerpiece of Pierce County’s 
Chambers Creek Properties in University Place, 
just south of Tacoma. Overlooking Puget Sound 
and the Olympic mountains, it is a traditional 
Scottish link-type course, making the most of 
sandy soil and fescue grass. The U.S. Open 
attracts crowds of 30-40,000; Chamber Bay can 
accommodate 60,000 or more with great views.

The U.S. Open is on the offi cial schedule of both 
the PGA tour and the European Tour, and attracts 
a worldwide golf audience. A new clubhouse, 
lodging and a practice facility are now being 
planned for Chambers Bay. The city of Tacoma 
can expect an economic infl ux of as much as 
$100 million. “There’s no arguing the U.S. Open 
will provide a major boost to the local economy,” 
said Denise Dyer, Pierce County Economic 
Development Director.

International News Highlights
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The Trade Development Alliance of Greater Seattle is a partnership of the City of Seattle, 
City of Everett, City of Bellevue, City of Tacoma, Port of Seattle, Port of Tacoma, 

Port of Everett, Metropolitan King County Government, Snohomish County, Pierce County, 
organized labor and the Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce. The Trade Alliance is 

dedicated to promoting this region as one of North America’s premier international gateways 
and commercial centers.  Through cooperative efforts, this coalition of public and private-sector 

organizations will enlist its members’ unique and diverse resources to accomplish this goal.

1301 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2500
Seattle, Washington  98101-2603  U.S.A. 

Tel: (206) 389-7301
Fax: (206) 624-5689

www.seattletradealliance.com
Email:  tdags@seattlechamber.com

Trade Development Alliance of Greater Seattle
1301 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2500
Seattle, Washington  98101-2603  U.S.A. 
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